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School Information

\? Location Umm Hurair
c Opening year of School 1968
% Website www.stmarysdubai.com
E Telephone 97143370252
f Principal Paul Asir Joseph
g Principal - Date appointed 3/24/2016
& Language of Instruction | English
k Inspection Dates | 18 to 21 November 2019
3%  Gender of students Boys and girls
(=} Agerange 5to0 19
] 5: Grades or year groups Year 1 to Year 13
g ‘ ;égg Number of students on roll 1953
b «f Number of Emirati students 1
72 Number of students of determination | 51
( Largest nationality group of students | Indian
=78 Number of teachers 153
€ Largest nationality group of teachers | INDIAN
_§ Number of teaching assistants 7
G 2
5 == Teacher-student ratio 1:13
= 5;“; Number of guidance counsellors 2
- ,  Teacher turnover 16%
. Educational Permit/ License UK
£ Main Curriculum UK
oy petmal Testsand BpilEtons General Certificate of General Education
= (GCSE) and A-level
Accreditation None
| National Agenda Benchmark Tests GL

School Journey for ST. MARY CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL-DUBAI
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Summary of Inspection Findings 2018-2019

The overall quality of education provided by the school is good. The section below summarises the inspection
findings for students’ outcomes, provision and leadership.

e Primary students' progress in English has improved. Otherwise, there has been no change in
attainment across the school. Secondary students maintained very good levels of attainment and
progress in English, mathematics and science. Post-16 students did not achieve similar levels of
success, partly because of their relatively underdeveloped higher-order thinking skills. Students’
attainment and progress in the Arabic languages are mostly acceptable.

e Because of over-exuberance, not all younger students in the primary phase are sufficiently
focused on their work. In contrast, secondary and post-16 students show exemplary behaviour
and commitment to learning. Students maintain high levels of attendance and punctuality. While
their understanding of Islam, and of Emirati and world cultures is still very good it has declined at
post-16. Nevertheless, post-16 students demonstrate outstanding social responsibility.

Students Outcomes

e Teachers' subject knowledge is stronger than their abilities to modify their teaching to meet the
learning needs of all students. The school has improved the analysis of external and internal
assessment information. However, there is still insufficient emphasis on the use of ongoing
assessment to identify where students are underperforming, to set individual targets for
improvement and to support student self-assessment.

e  Curriculum design is most effective at the secondary phase. Teachers continue to refine their units
of study. In UAE social studies, teachers are particularly effective in enhancing students' learning
experiences through the inclusion of values-based activities, opportunities for debate and project
work. Their use of technology is effective in helping students to link learning to their own

Provision for learners

experiences.

e Arrangements for ensuring the health and safety of students has improved and is very good.
There is a caring ethos across the school. A thorough process for the identification of students of
determination has been established. Individual education plans (IEPs) linked to specific subject
needs are in place, although the impact of this approach has not been evaluated.

e The principal, supported well by all school leaders, has established a very positive ethos where
values are central to students' learning. Leaders continue to prioritise the improvement of
students' academic performance. However, they have not been as effective in driving forward the
changes necessary to raise achievement in all subjects, particularly that of post-16 students.
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The best features of the school:

e Support for the values of the UAE, particularly in relation to the promotion of tolerance and inclusion

e The exemplary behaviour and commitment to learning by students in the secondary and post-16 phases.
e The community and environmental responsibility of students at post-16

e The attainment and progress of secondary students in English, mathematics and science

Key recommendations:

e Raise expectations of students’ attainment and progress, particularly in Arabic and at post-16.

e Ensure that all improvement objectives are measurable and linked directly to evidence of impact, both in
terms of the quality of teaching and students’ learning.

e Make more effective use of assessment information to set individual improvement targets for students and
support them in assessing their own progress, and in addressing identified areas of weakness.

e Review the curriculum in the lower primary phase to ensure that there is an appropriate level of challenge

for more able students.
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Overall School Performance

1. Students’ Achievement

Primary Secondary Post-16
H Attainment Good Good Good
Islamic
Education Progress Good Good Good
% f—; Attainment Acceptable Acceptable Not applicable
Arabic as a
First Language Progress Good Good Not applicable
__j Attainment Acceptable Acceptable Not applicable
Arabic as an Progress Good Acceptable Not applicable
Additional
Language
Progress Not applicable Not applicable Not applicable
ABCR Attainment Good Very goc Good
—
English
2 Progress Very good f Very good Good
= Attainment Good Very good Good
Xil=
Mathematics Progress Good Very good Good
% ggi Attainment Very good Very good Good
Science Bropie— v g /ery goo Good
o
v/a\ ]
UAE Social Attainment Good
Studies
Primary Secondary Post-16
Learning skills Good Good" Good
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2. Students’ personal and social development, and their innovation skills

Primary Secondary Post-16

Personal development Very good Outstanding Outstanding
Understanding of Islamic ' o ‘

values and awareness of Very good Ven y g0 r;d"
Emirati and world cultures - ' -
Social responsibility and

innovation skills Good

Outstanding

3. Teaching and assessment

Primary Secondary Post-16
Teaching for effective learning Good Good Good
Assessment Good Good Good

4. Curriculum

Primary Secondary Post-16
Curriculum design and .
implementation ; 7 Good 7 7 SELY e Good
Curriculum adaptation Good Good Good

5. The protection, care, guidance and support of students

Primary Secondary Post-16
Health and safety, including

arrangements for child Very g‘;uudf Very goc :s’,)’f Very goo df
protection/ safeguarding 7

Care and support Good Good Good

6. Leadership and management

~ The effectiveness of leadership T 7 Good ‘ 7

 School self-evaluation and improvement planning 7 ) 7 Good
Parents and the community PE : , 7 Very good
Governance L 7 Good
Management, staffing, facilities and resources Good

For further information regarding the inspection process, please look at UAE School Inspection Framework
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National Priorities

National Agenda Parameter

In 2014, H.H. Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-President and Prime
Minister of the UAE, and Ruler of Dubai, launched the UAE National Agenda 2021. In
2015, KHDA launched the National Agenda Parameter, which is a method for measuring
and monitoring schools’ progress towards achieving the UAE National Agenda targets.
The following section focuses on the success of the school in meeting the National
Agenda Parameter targets:

The school meets the registration requirements for the National Agenda Parameter

Schools Progression in International Assessments is above expectations

e The school's results in Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS),
Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) and PISA based tests for schools, have
improved between the last two cycles of testing. Students' attainment on the N.A.P. tests have
significantly improved since last year in English, mathematics and science. Assessments show
especially strong results in science. Comparisons of measures of students' cognitive potential
(CAT4), with their achievement indicate that students exceed expectations in English,
mathematics and science.

Impact of Leadership meets expectations

e Leaders are dedicated to exceeding the school's National Agenda targets. The action plan,
however, is too general and is not based on clear self-evaluation. Although the plan contains a
balance between provision and outcomes, some success criteria are not measurable. However,
through the analysis of assessment information in planning, the school is beginning to improve
students’ results in external assessments.

Impact of Learning is approaching expectations

e The school aims to assess critical thinking. However, teachers' use of questioning in lessons to
promote these skills remains variable. Independent inquiry and research are encouraged mainly
through increased student engagement in projects and field trips. Some examples include
participating in the Saudi Arabian Basic Industries Corporation Science Caravan, attending the
Dubai Design Week and, in the primary phase, farming to promote sustainability.

Overall, the school’s progression to achieve the UAE National Agenda targets meets expectations.
For Development:
e Raise student outcomes in the N.A.P. tests in English and mathematics to match those in science.

e Ensure that the National Agenda action plan is based on a clear self-evaluation and that all
success criteria are measurable.

e Provide students with more opportunities to carry out independent inquiry and research in
lessons.
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