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Understanding Learning Theories as an explanation of Criminality. 

 

 

Learning objectives: 

Evaluate learning theories as an explanation of criminal behaviour. 
 

 
 
 
Task : (Google classroom task) 

Revision questions for practice.  
OPERANT CONDITIONING: 

1. What is meant by the term ‘positive reinforcement’? (2 Marks) 

 

2. How can operant conditioning explain criminal behaviour? (3 Marks) 

 

3. A teacher is collecting money for non-school uniform day and she asks Helena 

to hand the money in to reception. On her way to reception Helena decides to 

keep the money for herself, she does not get caught. Next non-school uniform 

day Helena volunteers to take the money to reception again and once again 

keeps the money.  

 

Explain what type of reinforcer is being shown in this example. (2 Marks) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources  

4. Give one strength and one weakness of operant conditioning. (4 Marks) 

 

 

SOCIAL LEARNING THEORY: (zoom session)  

Revision questions for practice and discussion.  

5. Abigail is out shopping with her mum, her mum tries on a really nice dress 

which she wants for a party. When Abigail and her mum walk out the shop, 

Abigail realises her mum has hidden the dress underneath her jacket.  

 

Using your knowledge of social learning theory, explain why Abigail might steal 

something next time she goes shopping. (3 Marks) 

 

6. Define the term motivation in relation to Abigail. (2 Marks) 

 

7. Give one strength of the social learning theory, referring to Abigail in your 

answer. (2 Marks) 
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