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Learning objectives: 

Evaluate research methods in Psychological research.   
 

 
 
 
Task 1: (google classroom) 6th may 2020 
Read the item and then answer the questions that follow, using a separate piece 
of paper.  
 
A psychologist wanted to see if verbal fluency is affected by whether people think 
they are presenting information to a small group of people or to a large group of 
people. The psychologist needed a stratified sample of 20 people. She obtained 
the sample from a company employing 60 men and 40 women. 

The participants were told that they would be placed in a booth where they 
would read out an article about the life of a famous author to an audience. 
Participants were also told that the audience would not be present but would 
only be able to hear them and would not be able to interact with them. 

There were two conditions in the study, Condition A and Condition B. 

Condition A: 10 participants were told the audience consisted of 5 listeners. 

Condition B: the other 10 participants were told the audience consisted of 100 
listeners. 

Each participant completed the study individually. The psychologist recorded 
each presentation and then counted the number of verbal errors made by each 
participant. 

1. Explain one advantage of using a stratified sample of participants in this study. 
2. The psychologist wanted to randomly allocate the 20 people in her stratified 

sample to the two conditions. She needed an equal number of males in each 



 

 

 

 

Resources  

condition and an equal number of females in each condition. Explain how she 
would have done this.  
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