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Friday, 27 February 2026

To: The Parents of Students in Years 1-13
WEEKLY CIRCULAR BEFORE WEEK TWENTY-THREE

Dear Parents,

Greetings from Saint Mary’s. Please read on to find out important information that is relevant

to your child and their year group.



https://www.stmarysdubai.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/PROPOSED-FEE-INCREMENT.pdf

https://www.stmarysdubai.com/admission/|

PLEASE NOTE THAT ANY FEES THAT HAVE NOT BEEN PAID ARE
NOW CONSIDERED OUTSTANDING. ANY STUDENT WHOSE FEES
HAVE NOT BEEN PAID WILL BE CONSIDERED OUTSTANDING AND
WE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO ISSUE ANY OFFICIAL SCHOOL
DOCUMENTS, EXAMINATION ANSWER SCRIPTS, REPORT CARDS,
ETC..

Please note: In cases of outstanding fees, RE-REGISTRATION MUST
NOT BE PAID, even if paid, it is not considered as a re-registration
but will be adjusted towards the outstanding fees. We urge parents
to please be responsible and settle ALL OUTSTANDING fees without
any further delay.

Parents are strongly reminded that RE-REGISTRATION PAYMENT
CAN ONLY BE MADE FROM 30TH MARCH 2026. Please wait for this
ON SKIPLY and Kkindly do not use the * OTHER PAYMENT OPTION
ON SKIPLY TO MAKE THIS PAYMENT.



https://www.stmarysdubai.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/PROPOSAL-FOR-TERM-ONE-EXAMS-BEFORE-
https://www.stmarysdubai.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/PROPOSAL-FOR-TERM-ONE-EXAMS-BEFORE-
https://www.stmarysdubai.com/admission/

IMPORTANT PARENT AWARENESS: KHD A has alerted ai

private schools about observations regarding dangerous physical behaviours
among students, including choking, breath-holding, applying pressure to the
neck, forceful contact to the head, and participation in social media trends
such as the ‘skull breaker challenge’. These actions are often presented as
joking or play but they pose serious immediate risks to students’ health and

even have the implications of being life threatening.

We have attached an infographic from DHA regarding these dangerous
physical behaviours. We are strongly urging ALL parents to have age-
appropriate conversations with your children about the risks involved with
various dangerous physical behaviours which could also be life
threatening. The school would also have to report any of these to the

relevant external authorities.

Parents are strongly reminded to kindly monitor your child’s online usage
and use of social media including online games so that you are aware of the

content that your child is accessing.

St. Mary'’s Catholic High School has a strict ‘'NO TOUCH’ policy wherein NO
STUDENT is allowed to TOUCH another student or have any PHYSICAL
CONTACT with another student even as a form of play, a joke, a game etc.

Kindly reiterate this to your children.

It is for this reason that games like tag, black shoe etc are strictly prohibited

because what often starts out as a game ends up with someone getting hurt.




ATTENTION TO ALL PARENTS “PANTSING" - An overview

for ALL PARENTS. Pantsing is an act of physical bullying where a victim'’s trousers are
pulled down in a public setting. While many children and students view Pantsing as a
prank or a joke or a playful act, we MUST remind them that in the UAE this is strictly
viewed as a form of Bullying and will be treated in that context. This act could have
serious psychological trauma on students and cause lasting embarrassment. We ARE
STRONGLY REMINDING ALL PARENTS to talk to your children and explain to them that
under NO CIRCUMSTANCES MUST ANYONE COMMIT THIS ACT.

DANGEROUS GAMES THAT HAVE POTENTIAL FOR INJURY: We would like to bring to
the attention of parents that some students, particularly boys in Years 5-9 have been
playing games like ‘black shoe’ or ‘shoe tag’ during the break This involves large groups

of boys, running after each other, trying to stamp another’s shoe/foot. This happens in

the setting of a crowded quadrangle of children during the breaktime, many of whom are

sitting and eating their snacks. The act of strongly stamping another’s foot/shoe could
lead to serious injury and we urge parents to kindly speak to your children about the

potential dangers. We will not be permitting them to indulge in such games.

NOT STANDING NEAR ANY DOOR (EITHER AT HOME OR AT SCHOOL): We would also
like parents to talk to children and reiterate to them the dangerous implications of
hanging around or standing near doors. We have quite often noticed that children tend
to move near the door to peep out in between lessons to look for the arrival of the next
teacher, sometimes a child returning from the washroom may not see them and upon
suddenly opening the door could potentially and unknowingly injure the person near the
door. Proximity to any door could always have the potential for fingers getting jammed
or other injuries and we would urge ALL parents to sit with children and have these

important conversations with them.




ACHIEVEMENTS
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- WESHACK ‘26 AT WESGREEN SCHOOL, SHARJAH

SEVEN STUDENTS PARTICIPATED IN THE WESHACK ‘26
ORGANISED BY WESGREEN SCHOOL SHARJAH.
TWO OF OUR STUDENTS WON 3RD PLACE IN THE
COMPETITION WITH A GAME THEY CREATED.

Mascus Brandis - Yean 12, Science
Mohammed, Saim Salman - yemﬂz, Science
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BRAINOBRAIN ABACUS COMPETITION

AWARDED

CHAMPION

IN THE 15™ INTERNATIONAL
ABACUS COMPETITION 2025

a




Our students participated in MASMUN organised by
Al Maaref American School, Dubai and came home with

many awards, including the best delegation award.

BEST SCHOOL DELEGATION
ST. MARY'’S CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL, DUBAI

CCPCJ

1) Best Delegate - Sophia, 10E
2) Runner-up Best Delegate - Thanuli, 9E
3) Verbal Mention - Bryan, 10B

C34

1) Best Delegate - Veronica, 10D

ICJ
1) Best Advocate - Anju, Yr 12 Commerce
2) Honorary Judge - Samantha, 10D

NATO

1) Best Research - Aiyanna, 10E
2) Runner-up Best Delegate - Jacey, 10B

CSC

1) Best Research - Akal, Yr 12 Commerce
2) Best Delegate - Taher, 10F

GAl

1) Runner-up Best Delegate - Antonio, 10C
2) Honorable Mention - Aroon, Yr 12 Commerce
3) Verbal Mention - Tahera, 10E

GA4
1) Best Delegate - Shelin, 10A

UNCSW

1) Best Delegate - Rashmika, 8E
2) Best Research - Johann, 7F

ILO

1) Runner-up Best Delegate - Valerie, 8D
2) Best Research - Ayaan, 8F

3) Honorable Mention - Alicia, 9A

4) Verbal Mention - Sreethi, 8D

5) Verbal Mention - Yohan, 8F

ECOSOC

1) Best Research - Solenn, 10E
2) Best Delegate - Krish, 10F
3) Verbal Mention - Anjelica, 8A

FIFA
1) Honorable Mention - Radhika, 10E

CHAIR AWARDS
1) Runner-up co chair - ECOSOC, Hannah, 10E




1) FINAL EXAMINATIONS MAY 2026: We have attached the Final Examination Timetable
to this circular. Please go through it carefully. Any absence will require a medical
certificate to reschedule the exam, even if the absence is only for ONE DAY. In
the absence of a medical certificate, an exam will not be rescheduled, and no

marks will be credited for that missed examination.

2) PORTIONS FOR THE FINAL EXAMINATIONS: We will upload the portions for the

Final Examinations on the school website. Teachers will also post the same on GC. We have done

our best to provide these at the earliest so study plans can be made well in advance.

3) GL EXAMINATIONS IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE, MATHS & SCIENCE YEARS 4-10:

We are requesting parents of students in Years 4-10 to kindly check the separate circular on GL

examinations. The timetable for these exams has also been included. ALL STUDENTS MUST
BE PRESENT ON THE DAY OF A GL EXAM WITH A FULLY CHARGED DEVICE.

Any absence will require a medical certificate to reschedule the exam, even if

the absence is only for ONE DAY.

4) COMPUTING EXAMINATIONS (YEARS 2 TO 6) / ENGLISH SPELLING TEST
(YEARS 1-6) READING FOR PLEASURE (YEARS 1-10): We would like to inform you

that since the Computing Exam is a practical exam, it will be conducted during the regular

Computing lessons as per the weekly timetable between the 27t of April and 15t of May
2026. English Spelling test will also be conducted for Years 1-6 in their English lessons during
the same week between the 27th of April and 15t of May 2026. Reading for Pleasure
will be conducted on 1st May 2026.

5) SUBJECT-OPTIONS CHOICE LETTER and FORM (PARENTS OF YEAR 8

STUDENTS): Parents of Year Eight students are requested to kindly go through this important

attached document. Choosing GCSE subjects is significant and we have created a process to

support both you and your child to make an informed decision.




6) NGRT FORM C EXAMINATIONS FOR YEARS 2-10: Please note that Form C of the

NGRT series will be conducted according to the schedule below. Parents have already paid for

NGRT at the start of the year. Any absence will require a medical certificate to

reschedule the exam, even if the absence is only for ONE DAY.

Tuesday, 5t May 2026

YEAR 7 and 8

Bring in a fully charged device

Wednesday, 6th May 2026

YEAR 9 and 10

Bring in a fully charged device

Thursday,7th May 2026

YEAR 2 A and 2B

In the Computer Labs

Friday, 8th May 2026

YEAR 2C

In the Computer Labs

Monday, 11t May 2026

YEAR 2D and 2E

In the Computer Labs

Monday,11th May 2026

YEAR 4 and 6

Bring in a fully charged device

Tuesday, 12th May 2026

YEAR 3A,3B & 3C

In the Computer Labs

Wednesday,13th May 2026

YEAR 3D

In the Computer Labs

Thursday, 14th May 2026

YEAR 3E

In the Computer Labs

Thursday, 14th May 2026

Year 5

Bring in a fully charged device

Friday,18th May 2026

YEAR 3F

In the Computer Labs

7) RE-REGISTRATION FOR THE NEXT ACADEMIC YEAR 2026-2027 - YEARS 1-
10 AND YEAR 12:

Please see below link for an important circular with regard to re-
registering your child for the next Academic Year 2026-2027. It is important that you go through

the circular carefully.
https://www.stmarysdubai.com /wp-content/uploads/2026 /02 /RE-REGISTRATION-FOR-THE-ACADEMIC-YEAR-

2026-2027.pdf

8) PROPOSED FEE INCREMENT FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2026-2027 (Years

1-12): Parents are asked to please check the link below.

https://www.stmarysdubai.com /wp-content/uploads/2026/02/PROPOSED-FEE-INCREMENT.pdf

9) PROPOSAL FOR TERM ONE EXAMS BEFORE THE WINTER BREAK: We would

like to thank all those parents who took time to complete the survey. Your input has been truly

valuable. We will survey our students and then arrive at a final outcome.



https://www.stmarysdubai.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/RE-REGISTRATION-FOR-THE-ACADEMIC-YEAR-2026-2027.pdf
https://www.stmarysdubai.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/RE-REGISTRATION-FOR-THE-ACADEMIC-YEAR-2026-2027.pdf
https://www.stmarysdubai.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/PROPOSED-FEE-INCREMENT.pdf

10) APTITUDE TESTING FOR STUDENTS OF YEAR 8 & 11: We have attached a

separate circular for this. This is completely optional. The cost is AED 260 /- per child if you

choose to register. This is completely optional, but we encourage students to make use of this
opportunity as this gives parents and students critical information before making these
important subject-choice decisions. Payment is to be made on SKIPLY. Please email your child’s

class teacher the Skiply receipt. FINAL DEADLINE TO PAY TO REGISTER IS 2rd MARCH 2026.

11) SUBJECT ORIENTATIONS FOR YEAR 8 STUDENTS on 25th and 26t

February for Girls and on 27% February and 2nd March for Boys: We have

organised subject orientations for YEAR 8 students. Students will be engaged for some part of
the day. They must have a refill pad and a pen to note down key information. They must also

have their regular snacks and water. We will let them know which books to bring on those days.

12) ADMISSIONS TO YEAR ONE, YEAR TWO and YEARS THREE TO TEN
FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2026- 2027: We would like to inform all parents that the

admissions notices for the Academic Year 2026 — 2027 have been uploaded to the school website

and we have attached them to this circular as well. Please go through them carefully.

Link: https: //www.stmarysdubai.com/admission/

13) YEAR 12 MOCK EXAM TIMETABLE: Parents of Year 12 students who are sitting for

mock examinations are requested to kindly check the Mock Exam Timetable link below.

https://www.stmarysdubai.com /wp-content/uploads/2026/02 /YEAR-12-MOCK-
EXAMINATIONS-2026.pdf

14) RAMADAN OFFERING TO THE MOSQUE (WHOLE SCHOOL): As we do every

year, we will be inviting all our children to bring in a small package of food which we will be

sending to the mosque daily during Ramadan. This is optional of course, but we would like to
teach ALL children the values of charity and generosity and inculcate in them a deeper
sensitivity for those who are less fortunate. A schedule for each class is attached to the circular,
link below.

Link:https://www.stmarysdubai.com/wp-content/uploads/2026 /02 /Ramadan-Offering.pdf



https://www.stmarysdubai.com/admission/
https://www.stmarysdubai.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/YEAR-12-MOCK-EXAMINATIONS-2026.pdf
https://www.stmarysdubai.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/YEAR-12-MOCK-EXAMINATIONS-2026.pdf
https://www.stmarysdubai.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Ramadan-Offering.pdf

15) DISPERSAL NOTICE (Parents of Years 1 to 3): At our school, every child is

precious to us. Their health, safety, and security remain our absolute priorities.

Recently, we have observed increased chaos during dismissal times due to parents waiting
outside of designated zones and, in some cases, disregarding the instructions of school staff and
student prefects. We must address this immediately, as crowding in non-designated areas poses

a direct risk to the safe dispersal of our students.

To ensure a secure environment for everyone, we kindly ask for your strict cooperation with the
following:

e Designated Waiting Area: Please wait for your children ONLY on the designated sides
of the Girls Ground Floor. This is essential to maintain a smooth, supervised flow of
children to the Holding Area.

Follow Official Guidance: We request that you localise your presence to the marked
areas and strictly follow the directions provided by our staff and student prefects. They
are there to ensure your child’s safety.

e Yielding to Exit Paths: Please be mindful of senior students exiting through Gates 4 & 5
and STS bus users exiting through Gate 3. It is vital that these pathways remain clear;

please give way to these students as they transition.

We understand that dismissal can be a busy time, but we cannot compromise on safety. By
adhering to these arrangements, you help us ensure that every child leaves the campus securely
and without incident.

Thank you for your immediate attention to this matter and for partnering with us to keep our

students safe..

16) FIRST TERM EXAMINATION SCRIPTS (YEARS 1-10 AND YEAR 12): All

Parents are requested to kindly ensure that ALL answer scripts MUST be sent back with your
child if you have not yet done so. Please note that once returned, answer scripts will no longer

be available for your reference.

17) MOCK EXAMINATIONS YEARS 11 AND 13 AND SERIOUS TIME FOR STUDY

NOW Please note that the Mock Examinations for Years 11 and 13 will run from the 9th to the

13th of March before the Spring Break and the 30t and 315t of March 2026 and the 6t to the 9th




of April 2026. Students must report to school at sharp 7:00 am. No leave will be sanctioned

during Mock Examinations. Any medical illnesses even for one day will

require a medical certificate. The Mock Exam Timetables have been uploaded to

the school website and have been attached to this circular.

We urge parents to please monitor students doing board examinations as we
have found a lack of seriousness among many students. This is a critical time
for solving past papers, clearing doubts and undertaking intensive revision.
We still find that many students are not displaying a responsible attitude
towards their studies and this will impact them negatively in the long run.
Parents will need to be more active in monitoring their social media use and
any other time that is not spent fruitfully. We urge children to use this short
time left to maximise their revision and preparation for the Pearson Edexcel

Exams in May-June 2026.

18) ONLINE SCHOOL ON THE 2Np AND 3RP QF APRIL 2026 , YEARS 1-13: All
parents are requested to kindly note that we have received permission from KHDA to have two
days of online school on the 2rd and 34 of April 2026. This is to ensure the safety of our students
and staff due to the large crowds that will be accessing the area on Maundy Thursday and Good

Friday. More details about lessons and online lesson links will be sent before the Spring Break.

19) SCHOOL JACKET /HOODIE IDENTIFICATION: All parents of children are requested

to kindly sew clear name tags on the inside of school jackets/ hoodies. This is to help clearly
identify lost items especially in situations where one jacket might be claimed by more than one
student as their own and without any clear identification becomes impossible to determine the

rightful owner of the lost item.

20) NO BARTERING / EXCHANGE OF GOODS OR SHARING OF FOOD FOR THE
GOOD OF ALL CHILDREN: We have recently come across a few cases of children across

various year groups bringing in items from home to exchange with their classmates for food or a

snack item . These items have included but are not limited to small toys, gift cards, collectible




cards, stickers, etc. We are certain that as parents you understand that many children suffer from
food allergies and in the excitement could consume something that has ingredients to which they
are allergic. The act of trading has many potential implications that are beyond the maturity of
young children to deal with. It has the potential to cause arguments and fights. Often, children
are trading for an item that you as parents do not allow them to consume, for example chewing
gum . We are urging all parents to kindly ensure that children are not bringing any items to school

other than what is required for their learning in lessons.

21) FOURTH SUBJECT DROP (GCE/IAL SUBJECTS ONLY)-YEAR 12 STUDENTS:

We have been receiving subject drop forms signed by parents and these are being duly processed
where required evidence of the requirement of only three subjects has been provided. Once a
subject has been dropped it cannot later be re-taken due to a loss of curricular hours. Parents
are therefore requested to carefully consider this decision There is no deadline for dropping the

fourth subject.

22) ENOUGH WATER TO BE SENT WITH CHILDREN OR A FEW AED 1 COINS TO
PURCHASE WATER FROM THE MACHINES: Parents of students especially those in lower

primary are requested to kindly send enough drinking water with your child or one or two AED 1 coins
so they can be assisted with getting water from the machines. For reasons of hygiene and safety there are

no drinking water fountains.

23) INAPPROPRIATE USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA & CYBERBULLYIING: Please see the

link to the circular. https://www.stmarysdubai.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/CYBERBULLYING-BULLYING-SANCTIONS-

AND-CONSEQUENCES-REMINDER-CIRCULAR.pdffinew_tab

24) BREAKFAST/ SNACK FIRST THING IN THE MORNING: We recognise that many

children, especially those travelling on long bus journeys to reach school every morning, find it
difficult to have their breakfast so early in the morning and some suffer travel illness. We would
like to inform parents that its perfectly alright to send a packed snack or breakfast with your child
so that they may eat it in class first thing in the morning when they reach school . This is a much

healthier option than children being on an empty stomach for long hours.



https://www.stmarysdubai.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/CYBERBULLYING-BULLYING-SANCTIONS-AND-CONSEQUENCES-REMINDER-CIRCULAR.pdf#new_tab
https://www.stmarysdubai.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/CYBERBULLYING-BULLYING-SANCTIONS-AND-CONSEQUENCES-REMINDER-CIRCULAR.pdf#new_tab

25) SOCIAL MEDIA FREQUENT CHECKS BY PARENTS FOR SECONDARY &
UPPER PRIMARY CHILDREN: Parents of secondary and upper primary children are

strongly encouraged to kindly make frequent checks of your child’s use of Social Media. We have
seen in many cases that minor children are being sought out on Instagram, Snapchat and other
platforms by much older individuals for chats and conversations. It is important for parents to
know who their children are conversing with to protect them from any potential safeguarding
issues. We would also like to remind parents about your children’s use of inappropriate content
and language on Social Media Platforms which you will be aware of only if you make frequent
checks of the same. Please have your child remove himself/herself from private social media
groups that are not encouraged or recommended by us at St. Mary’s. The school cannot take
responsibility for private groups started by students, and we strongly discourage the formation of
these groups as well as discourage student participation in them. It is once again important here
that ALL PARENTS check your children’s digital activity frequently including group activity if your

child is part of private groups created by students.

26) ADMISSION TO A-LEVELS (PARENTS OF CURRENT YEAR 11 STUDENTS):

Parents of Year 11 students are requested to kindly go through the separate circular on A-Level

admissions. Link here.

https://stmarysdubai.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/ADMISSION-TO-A-LEVELS-for-the-ACADEMIC-YEAR-2025-2026.pdf#tnew_tab

27) UNIFORM INFRACTIONS: Parents are hereby notified that we have been very

disappointed with the large number of uniform infractions , especially among senior students.
These include very long and unruly hair of boys (kindly ensure that proper
haircuts are undertaken this weekend) , long hair of girls untied, coloured and

highlighted hair of girls we have specifically reminded parents at the end of

last Year that this is strictly not allowed) , multiple ear piercings for girls,

shorter than acceptable skirt lengths , long fingernails of both boys and girls,

heavy make -up on girls. What is even more disappointing is the lack of collaboration from

parents when we correct students for the same. Parents are requested to please check on your

children before they leave home in the morning. Please refer to the uniform policy .



https://stmarysdubai.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/ADMISSION-TO-A-LEVELS-for-the-ACADEMIC-YEAR-2025-2026.pdf#new_tab

28) STUDENT SCHOOL EMAIL ID: Your child’s school email will be a focal point for our
communication to you. We will use a parent’s email only to communicate outstanding fee
or disciplinary issues. A CLASS GROUP EMAIL has been created using the students ‘official
email ID for every class. This is for the dissemination of information daily from the class teacher
to the parents of this class and we request parents not to write back to this address. We

recommend that every parent checks this email after 6:00 pm every day for important updates.

29) APPROVED KHDA CALENDARFOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2025-2026: Parents are

requested to check the approved KHDA School Calendar for the Academic Year 2025 available
on school website for your easy reference. This will help you plan ahead. If the regulators make
any changes to the same, we will inform you immediately. Please note that only emergency

medical / bereavement leave will be approved during school days. Leave for family holidays and

celebrations must coincide with the school holidays as per the KHDA calendar.

Leave for events like graduations, weddings, parties etc will not be
granted during school days and if absences like this occur during

exams, there will be no re-exams in that case. We expect parents to
respect these dates and not request leave during school days.

KEY DATES IN THE APPROVED KHDA CALENDAR
Parents are strongly reminded not to plan holidays/ celebrations
and other events outside the approved holiday slots in the calendar

as these will not be approved.

30) INTERNATIONAL BENCHMARK TESTS FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2025-
2026 AND APPLICABLE PAYMENTS: Parents are requested to kindly go through this table

carefully so that you will be aware of which International Benchmark tests are applicable to your

child. Payments will be via Skiply and will be advised as these come up.




PRIMARY SCHOOL

YEAR GROUP NGRT IBT ARABIC A IBT ARABICB
YEAR 1 NA NA NA

YEAR 2 YES NA NA

YEAR 3 YES NA NA

YEAR 4 YES NA NA

YEAR 5 YES
YEAR 6 YES NA

SECONDARY SCHOOL

PLEASE CHECK ERRATUM CORRECTED NOW IN BOTH RED BOXES ABOVE.

31) PREDICTED GRADES POLICY FOR YEARS 12 & 13: We would like to remind all

parents and students to carefully go through this Policy that is available on our school website.
The situation that unfolded over the last few years made many children realise, albeit too late the
true value of being consistent with their study habits and not waiting until the last minute before
exams to prepare and study. It is always best for every child to be CONSISTENT AND HIGHLY
REGULAR with their study and ensure that they maintain a good level of attainment across all
their assessment opportunities and prepare as well as they can for their Board Examinations.
This will also help them to achieve better predicted grades as every assessment and examination

counts towards the calculation of the same.

32) SUBJECT CHANGE POLICY, YEARS 9 TO 13: We would like to request all parents

of children in these year groups to please go through the Subject Change Policy which is available

in the Parents’ Info section of the school website.

33) NO DISTRIBUTION OF ANY ITEMS (cakes/ candies/ chocolate/ and even

non-edible items) FOR BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS: Parents are reminded that while
the class would be happy to sing for your child on his/her birthday, there should be STRICTLY

NO DISTRIBUTION of any food/ sweets or even non-edible items like small toys etc on your
child’s birthday.




34) PARENTS TAKING PICTURES AND VIDEOS ON SCHOOL PREMISES: All

Parents are reminded that taking pictures and videos of children on the premises is a strict
violation of Child Protection Policies. We understand that as parents it is exciting to capture
memories, but when other children are involved, it goes against all Child Protection Policies. We

will do our best to send you all memories of various activities captured in school.

35) GATE ACCESS TO THE PREMISES: Parents are requested to kindly not use the church

gates to access our premises for drop off and pick up. GATE 4 and GATE 5 are the school gates to

be accessed.

36) STUDENT ABSENCES MUST BE INFORMED BY PARENTS: All parents are

requested to kindly inform the class teacher via email whenever a child is absent, even if it is just
for one day. A simple email with the reason for the absence will suffice but is mandatory.
Unaccounted for absences will be marked as unjustified and will be reflected on students’

progress reports.

37) URGENT QUERIES AND CONCERNS: If you have any urgent queries and concerns,

kindly send an email to our Vice Principal , Ms. Lise-Ann on Lpinto-smchs@smgeducation.org and

she will get back to you. Please include your telephone number in case she needs to call you.

We take this opportunity to wish each one of you a safe and happy weekend .

Yours sincerely,

b

Mr. Paul Asir Joseph
(Principal)



mailto:l.pinto-smchs@smgeducation.org

v ST. MARY’S Catholic High School, Dubai

FINAL EXAMINATIONS (YEARS 1 -4) MAY 2026

DATE | DAY YEAR THREE

7th May Thu PSHE & English Reading

8th May Fri UAE Social Stu.
11th May Mon Maths
No Exam

h
12th May Tue NGRT - Year 3A, 3B & 3C

Geography

th
13t May | Wed NGRT - Year 3D

Moral Education

th
14t May | Thu NGRT - Year 3E

15th May Fri English Writing

Science

th
18t May Mon NGRT - Year 3F

19th May Tue I[slamic. Stu./ Values Ed/Ctz

20thMay | Wed Arabic
21st May Thu History
22nd May Fri French

e Onthe 7th, 8th and 11th of May - Regular school days till 1:50 pm.
12th - 22nd May- Students leave after the exams at 11:30 am.
e When there is NO EXAM-students remain at home.



? ST. MARY’S Catholic High School, Dubai

FINAL EXAMINATIONS (YEARS 5 & 6) MAY 2026

DATE DAY YEAR FIVE

7th May Thu English Language & Art
8th May Fri Moral Education

11th May Mon Geography & French
12th May Tue Science

13th May Wed UAE Social Studies

14% May Thu T Tt ST
15th May Fri [slamic Stu./ Values Ed /Ctz
18th May Mon English Literature

19th May Tue Maths

20th May Wed Arabic

215 May Thu Bring a f(illl‘lsl:ﬁ:ggd device
22nd May Fri GL MATHS

Bring a fully charged device

e Onthe 7th, 8thand 11t of May - Regular school days till 1:50 pm.
12th - 22nd May - Students leave after the exams at 11:15 am.



v ST. MARY’S Catholic High School, Dubai

FINAL EXAMINATIONS - (YEARS 7 & 8) MAY 2026

DATE DAY YEAR SEVEN
English Language 1 & 2
th
7% May Thu Paper 2 before break Paper 1 after break
8th May Fri French & Geography
11th May Mon English Literature 1 & 2
12th May Tue Moral EducatlonEsz/IéEmlc. Stu./ Values
GL ENGLISH
th
13% May Wed Bring a fully charged device
14th May Thu Arabic
15t May Fri History
18th May Mon Maths
19th May Tue UAE Social Studies
20t May Wed Computing
21st May Thu Science
22nd May Fri Art

e On the 7th, 8th and 11t of May - Regular school days till 1:50 pm.
o 12th_22nd May - students leave after the exams at 11:15 am.



? ST. MARY’S Catholic High School, Dubai

FINAL EXAMINATIONS - (YEARS 9 & 10) MAY 2026

DATE DAY YEAR NINE

7"May | Thu English Language 1

8th May Fri Islamic. Stu./ Values Ed

11t May Mon Maths Cal and Non Cal

12th May Tue Biology /Accounting

13th May Wed Arabic

14t May Thu Chemistry/ Economics & UAE SST

15t May Fri Psychology & Geography

18th May Mon English Lit 1/ History / Art

19th May Tue English Lit 2/ Art

20t May Wed Physics/ Business

21st May Thu Moral Education

22nd May Fri ICT/ Computer Science
e Onthe 7th, 8thand 11th of May - Regular school days till 1:50 pm.
e 12th - 22nd May- students leave after the exams at 11:15 am.
e When there is NO EXAM-students remain at home.
e YEAR 10 Art exam will continue on 23rd May 2026.



ST. MARY’S Catholic High School, Dubai

FINAL EXAMINATIONS - (YEAR 12) MAY 2026

DATE DAY SUBJECT

7th May Thu Business Studies 1-2hrs & Moral Education A- 1 hour 30 min
8th May Fri NO EXAM

11th May Mon Chemistry 1-2hrs 30 min & Islamic Studies -2 hrs

12th May Tue Psychology 1-2hrs 15 min

13th May Wed Physics1-2 hrs 30 min

14th May Thu NO EXAM

15th May Fri Mathematics ( Pure )- 2hrs

18th May Mon Mathematics ( Statistics)- 2 hrs

19th May Tue Biology 1- 2 hrs 30 min

20t May Wed Economics 1-2hrs

21st May Thu Arabic (A)- 2hrs 30 min Arabic (B) - 2 hrs

22nd May Fri Regular lessons -Physics & Accounting

e On the 7th, 8th and 11th of May regular school days till 1:50 pm.
e 12th-22nd May- Year 12 students leave after the exams, variable timings each day.
e When there is NO EXAM-students remain at home.
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DATE: 27 February 2026

TRN: 10415399800000

To: Parents of students in Years FOUR THROUGH TEN:
GL EXAMINATIONS IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE, MATHS & SCIENCE

Dear Parents,

Greetings from St. Mary’s Catholic High School, Dubai. As part of our commitment to the

National Agenda targets, and with a view to tracking progress and identify gaps in learning, our

school will participate in the GL-Progress Tests in English, Math and Science which are online

tests. GL Education , one of the leading research organizations in the world, develops this test

and provides a range of Assessment services in many countries and works in close tandem with

the KHDA here in Dubai. These are compulsory International Tests that have to be undertaken

as mandated by KHDA.

GL EXAMINATIONS WILL CONTRIBUTE TO THE OVERALL MARKS FOR THE
FINAL EXAMINATIONS.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE

YEAR GROUP

ASSESSMENT IN MAY

GL EXAMINATION | FINAL EXAMINATION RESULT

FOUR

APPLICABLE

APPLICABLE

Assessment + GL Result

FIVE

APPLICABLE

APPLICABLE

Assessment + GL Result

SIX

APPLICABLE

APPLICABLE

Assessment + GL Result

SEVEN

APPLICABLE

APPLICABLE

Assessment + GL Result

EIGHT

APPLICABLE

APPLICABLE

Assessment + GL Result

NINE

APPLICABLE

APPLICABLE

Assessment + GL Result

TEN

APPLICABLE

APPLICABLE

Assessment + GL Result




MATHEMATICS

YEAR GROUP

ASSESSMENT IN MAY

GL EXAMINATION

FINAL EXAMINATION RESULT

FOUR

APPLICABLE

APPLICABLE

Assessment + GL Result

FIVE

APPLICABLE

APPLICABLE

Assessment + GL Result

SIX

APPLICABLE

APPLICABLE

Assessment + GL Result

SEVEN

APPLICABLE

APPLICABLE

Assessment + GL Result

EIGHT

APPLICABLE

APPLICABLE

Assessment + GL Result

NINE

APPLICABLE

APPLICABLE

Assessment + GL Result

TEN

APPLICABLE

APPLICABLE

Assessment + GL Result

SCIENCE

YEAR GROUP

ASSESSMENT IN MAY

GL EXAMINATION

FINAL EXAMINATION RESULT

FOUR

APPLICABLE

APPLICABLE

Assessment + GL Result

FIVE

APPLICABLE

APPLICABLE

Assessment + GL Result

SIX

APPLICABLE

APPLICABLE

Assessment + GL Result

SEVEN

APPLICABLE

NOT APPLICABLE

Assessment

EIGHT

APPLICABLE

APPLICABLE

Assessment + GL Result

NINE

APPLICABLE

APPLICABLE

Assessment + GL Result

TEN

APPLICABLE

APPLICABLE

Assessment + GL Result

The entry fee is AED 100/- the exact amount of which must be paid via the SKIPLY APP.
Please be aware that these are COMPULSORY EXAMS as part of the NATIONAL AGENDA and
THEY ALSO CONTRIBUTE TO THE OVERALL SCORE OF THE FINAL EXAMINATIONS FOR THESE

THREE SUBJECTS and no exemption can be granted to any student. The Final date for
payment of the GL fee is 30h March 2026.

These tests will be conducted in school during the months of May and June 2026. Please

find the GL EXAMINATION TIMETABLE OVERLEAF. Attendance is mandatory. A medical

certificate will be required in the event of any absence, even if for ONE DAY.

We would therefore ask you as parents to kindly make this payment of AED 100/- via the

SKIPLY APP and kindly email the receipt to your child’s class teacher when you make the

payment.
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Yours sincerely, a3

\V |

Mr. Paul Asir Joseph
( Principal )




15th May

20th May

MAY-JUNE 2026

YEAR FIVE

YEAR SIX

ENGLISH
Bring a fully charged
device

MATHS
Bring a fully charged
device

21st May

22nd May

2nd June

ENGLISH
Bring a fully
charged device

MATHS
Bring a fully
charged device

SCIENCE
Bring a fully charged
device

SCIENCE
Bring a fully
charged device




ST. MARY"’S Catholic High School, Dubai

SECONDARY GL EXAMINATION TIMETABLE
MAY-JUNE 2026

YEAR EIGHT | YEAR NINE | YEAR TEN

ENGLISH
Bring a fully
charged
device

19th May

ENGLISH ENGLISH
Bring a fully | Bring a fully
charged charged
device device

MATHS

Bring a fully
charged
device

3rd June

SCIENCE MATHS
Bring a fully | Bring a fully
charged charged
device device

4th June

SCIENCE MATHS SCIENCE
Bring a fully | Bring a fully | Bring a fully
charged charged charged
device device device

8th June




NGRT EXAMINATION TIMETABLE

MAY 2026

ST. MARY"’S Catholic High School, Dubai

DATE

YEAR
THREE

YEAR
FOUR

7th May

8th May

11th May

NGRT
4 ABCDEF

NGRT
6 ABCDEF

12th May

NGRT

3A,3B & 3C

13th May

NGRT
3D

14th May

NGRT
3E

NGRT
5ABCDEF

18th May

NGRT
3F

YEAR
SEVEN

YEAR
EIGHT

NGRT
7ABCDEF

NGRT
8ABCDEF

NGRT
9ABCDEF

NGRT
10ABCDEF
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OURREF : i TRN : 10415399800000
DATE: 27t February 2026 ’

To, Parents of ALL YEAR 8 students at Saint Mary’s Catholic High School, Dubai-

Year Nine Subject Options for GCSE study

Dear Parents,

Greetings from St. Mary’s. We are writing to explain why it is going to be necessary to look

at Year Nine options into GCSE study in a slightly different way.

Having considered the current subject option process and choices made, it has become clear
that to meet the KHDA recommendations for the curriculum to meet the NCFE requirements
for KS3 and considering the overwhelming impact that subject options have on future
educational pathways, we have decided to now follow a two phased approach over Year

Nine and Year Ten.

Attainment data of Year Nine strongly suggests that this new approach will support our
ambitions for our students to have the best learning experience possible as we aim to not

overwhelm them with all the subject option choices at one go.

In Year Nine, your child will enjoy a broad and balanced curriculum, designed to build
essential knowledge and develop a love for learning. Studying English Literature, History
and Art are very important in shaping cultural awareness and sensitivity. They will also
have the opportunity to choose 4 GCSE options that reflect their interests, strengths and

aspirations.

To our dear students, this is your opportunity to begin thinking realistically about your
future, be aspirational in your thoughts and aim high. These GCSE years will of course bring
increased challenges and greater depth of study, but also wonderful opportunities. With
our dedicated Marian family, high academic expectations and supportive environment, we
hope that our children will aim to achieve their very best. Many of our students go on to
attend famed universities around the world, a true reflection of their hard work here at St.

Mary’s.



We know that choosing GCSE subjects can be a challenging task, however, please rest
assured that our subject leaders and counsellors are here to guide you in every step of the

way.
What will this change look like for YEAR Nine students in 2026-2027?
SUITE ONE

Students in Year Nine will study the following subjects as COMPULSORY GCSE SUBJECTS
1) English Language
2) English Literature
3) Mathematics
4) History
5) Art
6) Geography
7) Religious Studies / Psychology
(Psychology is only for those students who do not take Islamic Studies or Values

Education)

What is the COMPULSORY suite of subject options for students of Year
Nine for 2026-2027?

ONE SCIENCE IS COMPULSORY FOR ALL STUDENTS

SUITE TWO

1) ICT or Computer Science (ANY ONE)
2) Biology or Accounting (ANY ONE)

3) Chemistry or Economics (ANY ONE)
4) Physics or Business Studies (ANY ONE)

*** Please note that ICT/Computer Science and one Science have been made compulsory to
further closely align with the British Curriculum, as pointed out in our KHDA inspection
process over the last few years with a view to furthering students access to technology, thus

arming them with the requisite 215t Century skills.

A minimum of one approved GCSE Science will also be required later if Equivalency is

sought in the UAE.



COMPUTER SCIENCE: Kindly note that places for Computer Science will be

restricted to those students who currently display a secure understanding and application
of computational thinking and problem-solving skills. Programming skills are a core
component of this course, and students will be required to have a knowledge of Python and
be competent at designing, writing and debugging programmes . In case the places are
oversubscribed, the school will have to allot seats strictly based on current academic

competence in ICT.

What are the STATUTORY MOE SUBJECTS for students of Year Nine for
2026-2027?

SUITE THREE

1) Arabic B (compulsory for non-Arabs till Year 10)

2) Arabic A (compulsory for Arabs till Year 13)

3) MSC-Moral Social and Cultural Studies (compulsory for Non-Arabs till Year 10
4) Islamic Studies A or B (Only for Muslim students and compulsory till Year 13)
5) Social Studies for Arabs (compulsory till Year 10)

6) Moral Education for Arabs (compulsory till Year 13)

What will be PHASE TWO of the Subject-Option Choices in Year Ten/
KS4?

Students will continue with the following COMPULSORY Subjects in YEAR TEN
1) Students will carry forward their 4 Subject choices from SUITE 2

2) Students will carry forward the 3 statutory subjects from SUITE 3
3) Students will continue with the following compulsory GCSE subjects
a) English Language
b) Mathematics
c) Religious Studies or Psychology

4) Students will choose ANY ONE OPTION FROM (English Literature or Art or History or
Psychology)

Students will therefore have a minimum of Eight GCSE Pearson Edexcel Subjects and three
Statutory MOE subjects in YEAR Ten.



TIMELINE FOR YEAR NINE SUBJECT CHOICE OPTIONS -SUPPORT AND
GUIDANCE

SUPPORTING EVENTS DATES

1 Letter for Psychometric Testing (Aptitude Testing to | 20th February

parents of Year 8 students) 2026
2 Window to decide on Optional Aptitude Testing 20th February -2nd
March 2026

3 Tentative date for Aptitude and results explained -All online | 28th March 2026 -

Online

4 “Subject Orientation Sessions Biology, Accounting Business 25t February
Studies and Physics-GIRLS -Mini Hall 2026

5 Subject Orientation Sessions Economics, Chemistry, ICT and | 26th February
Computer Science-GIRLS-Mini Hall 2026

6 Subject Orientation Sessions Biology, Accounting Business 27t February
Studies and Physics-BOYS -Main Hall 2026

7 Subject Orientation Sessions Economics, Chemistry, ICT and | 2nd March 2026
Computer Science-BOYS-Main Hall

8 Orientation session presentations sent to parents 5th March 2026

9 Availability of Subject leaders to meet with parents. 7th March 2026.

Parents who wish to speak to subject leaders are invited to 8:00-11:30 am
come to school and meet the subject leaders in the school

library.

10 | Final Date for return of Subject Option forms to class | 6th April 2026

teachers

Parents are asked to complete this by Monday, 6th April 2026.

Kindly fill this in and scan it and email the same to your child’s class

teacher. This will be the final deadline for accepting subject choice forms.

Yours sincerely,

J.I.I"l.l -
\

Mr. Paul Asir Joseph

( Principal ) \\;; gt - 92



w;: ST. MARY’S Catholic High School, Dubai

SUBJECT -OPTION CHOICE FORMS FOR STUDENTS
OF YEAR EIGHT GOING TO YEAR NINE
FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2026-2027.

NAME OF CHILD:

YEAR AND SECTION:

RELIGION : NATIONALITY :

1)  ENGLISH LANGUAGE (Compulsory)

2)  ENGLISH LITERATURE (Compulsory)

3) MATHEMATICS (Compulsory)

4)  GEOGRAPHY (Compulsory)

5)  HISTORY (Compulsory)

6)  ART (Compulsory)

7)  RELIGIOUS STUDIES (Compulsory for students who take Islamic Studies
and Values Education)

8) ARABIC A or B (Compulsory MOE subject)

9) MORAL AND SOCIAL CULTURAL STUDIES -MSC (Compulsory MOE
subject)

10) PSYCHOLOGY (Compulsory for students who do not take Values

Education or Islamic Studies)

PLEASE TURN OVERLEAF FOR THE OPTIONAL SUBJECT CHOICES



You can choose ONLY ONE SUBJECT FROM EACH OPTION
11) ICT or COMPUTER SCIENCE -Choose ANY ONE

12) BIOLOGY or ACCOUNTING- Choose ANY ONE

13) PHYSICS or BUSINESS STUDIES- Choose ANY ONE

14) CHEMISTRY or ECONOMICS- Choose ANY ONE

e ONE SCIENCE IS COMPULSORY FOR ALL STUDENTS.

e IN ORDER TO TAKE A GIVEN SCIENCE AT A-LEVEL,
THE STUDENT MUST HAVE TAKEN THE SCIENCE AT
GCSE (effective August 2027).

NAME OF PARENT:

PARENT MOBILE NUMBER:

PARENT EMAIL ID :

PARENT SIGNATURE:

DATE:
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Friday, 27 February 2026

subject: Upholding Our Standards: A Note on Student
Appearance and Professionalism

Dear Parents,

At St. Mary'’s Catholic High School, we believe that the way a student carries themselves is a
reflection of their self-discipline and respect for their learning environment. While we
appreciate that our students are growing into their own identities, we have recently noticed
a decline in adherence to the school’s regulations regarding personal appearance,

specifically concerning boys’ hairstyles.

The Current Challenge

We have observed a growing trend of "eccentric" hairstyles—specifically the overly
voluminous, tousled styles (often referred to as the 'broccoli' cut) that do not align with our
requirement for neatness. Furthermore, a significant number of students are arriving at
school without having brushed or tidied their hair, leading to an unkempt appearance that

detracts from the dignity of the St. Mary’s uniform.

Our Expectations for Appearance

To ensure all students represent the school with pride, we require the following:

Neatness:
Hair must be washed, brushed, and appear orderly. "Intentionally messy" styles are not

permitted.

Length:
Hair must be cut short and tapered, kept completely off the forehead and above the

eyebrows.




Style:
Trend-based cuts that involve extreme volume on top or shaved patterns are not compliant

with school policy.

Preparation for the Professional World

Adhering to these standards is about more than just rules; it is about developing a sense of
decorum. In the world of work, the ability to maintain a professional appearance is a vital
skill. By encouraging these habits now, we are preparing our young men to present

themselves with confidence and dignity in any professional setting they enter in the future.

We kindly request that you ensure your son’s appearance meets these standards before the
start of the coming week. We thank you for your continued partnership in maintaining the

high standards of excellence at St. Mary’s.

Warm regards,

\

Mr. Paul Asir Jos
( Principal )




ST. MARY’S Catholic High School, Dubai

MARCH 2026 CALENDAR

(For PARENTS and STUDENTS)

VERSION 1.0- ISSUED 27TH FEBRUARY 2026

Mon, 2rd March | FINAL DEADLINE TO REGISTER FOR THE APTITUDE TEST
YEAR 8 AND YEAR 11

YEAR 8 BOYS SUBJECT ORIENTATION

Ramadan offering YEAR 5 A, D, E

Tue, 314 March | RAMADAN ASSEMBLY
Ramadan offering YEARS5 B,C,F

Wed, 4% March | Ramadan offering YEARS A, D, E and YEAR9 B, C, F

Thu, 5t March | RAMADAN ASSEMBLY

Ramadan offering YEAR6 B, C, Fand YEAR9 A, D, E

SUBJECT ORIENTATION PRESENTATIONS SENT TO YEAR 8
PARENTS

Fri, 6t March | BUILDING OUR FUTURE STARS

Sat, 7 March | SCHOOL OFFICE CLOSED

SUBJECT LEADERS TO MEET WITH YEAR 8 PARENTS FOR
SUBJECT SELECTION ADVICE IN THE MAIN LIBRARY
BUILDING OUR FUTURE STARS

Sun, 8t March

Mon, 9t March | Ramadan offering YEAR7 A, B, C, D, E, F
Vaccinations-Year 2










